Домашнее задание  по английскому языку 11 класс
I. Reading

Read the two texts and decide where the sentences (a-b) should be added:

Beatrice and the nightingale
One warm May night in 1924, the cellist Beatrice Harrison went out to play her cello in the woods behind her cottage in Surrey, in the south of England. ____1___. To her surprise, she heard a bird echoing her playing. She started again, and the bird sang with her. The sound was incredibly beautiful, and she knew it could only be a nightingale.

The next night, and nearly every night after that, the nightingale was there again. Beatrice Harrison could hardly believe what was happening: she was playing duets with a wild bird! ____2___. 

At that time, broadcasting was just becoming popular, and many people in Europe had radios. Beatrice Harrison decided to persuade the BBC to set up their microphones in her garden. 

____3___ The BBC had never before tried an outside broadcast of this kind, and the distance between Beatrice Harrison’s home and London made things more complicated. But the sound engineers made careful preparations, and one night in May 1924 everything was ready.

For a long time it seemed if the nightingale was not going to come. Beatrice Harrison played for nearly two hours with no reaction. ____4____ The duet of the musician and the nightingale was heard in London, in Paris, even in Italy.

The worst musical trio

_____5____ This happened about 30 years ago to the son of a Romanian gentleman who was owed a personal favour by Georges Enesco, the celebrated violinist. Enesco agreed to give lessons to the son, who was quite unhampered by musical talent.


Three years later the boy’s father insisted that he gave a public concert. “His aunt said that nobody plays the violin better than he does”. Although Enesco feared the consequences, he arranged the recital at the Salle Gaveau in Paris. ____6___ 

“Then you must accompany him on the piano,: said the boy’s farther,” and it will be a sellout.” Reluctantly, Enesco agreed and it was. ____7___. Before the concert began Enesco became nervous and asked for someone to turn his pages.

In the audience was Alfred Cortot, the brilliant pianist, who volunteered and made his way to the stage. 

The soloist was of uniformly low standard and next morning the musical critic of Le Figaro wrote: “_____8____. The man whom we adore when he plays the violin played the piano. Another whom we adore when he plays the piano turned the pages. But the man who should have turned the pages played the violin.”

	a. After playing for some time in the moonlight, she paused.

b. But suddenly, to everybody’s relief, the wonderful liquid notes began to fill the night.

c. However, nobody bought a ticket since the soloist was unknown.

d. It was an astonishing experience, and she wished she could share her pleasure with other people.

e. On the night an excited audience gathered.

f. There are few bad musicians who have a chance to give a recital at a famous concert hall  while still learning the rudiments of their instrument.

g. There was a strange concert at the Salle Gaveau last night.

h. With the technology of the time, this was no easy task.


